 ‘More Than Gold’

Athletic themed Lenten resource

Introduction to MORE THAN GOLD (President D. Schiemann)

                (Resource verses: Proverbs 3:13-18; Proverbs 8:10-11, 18-19)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1More Than Gold
The world is coming to Vancouver, British Columbia.

In February of 2010, athletes, their families, their support teams and tourists will converge on Vancouver for the Winter Games.  In addition, countless millions who cannot be there in person will watch the Games on television and internet.

All of Canada has been preparing for this event.  Organizers, torch-bearers and athletes in particular are geared up for their golden moment in history.

In the midst of all of this excitement, I am reminded of the words of a hymn: “But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day...”  All of history is moving to that point when God gathers His redeemed children to reign with Him for all eternity.  He will do it on His terms, not ours.  And His terms were so clearly stated by Jesus: “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by me.”  (John 14:6)

St. Peter described the Christian faith in these words: “These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  (1 Peter 1:7)

As a church, we have an opportunity to proclaim the good news of Christ crucified and risen from the dead to the nations who gather for these Olympics.  The 2009 Convention of the Alberta-British Columbia District passed a resolution “To Encourage Congregational Members and Church Workers to Pray for, Support, Initiate and Be Involved with The Vancouver 2010 Mission Opportunities.” (Resolution 2009-01-05)

This book of Lenten Sermons is a resource for the Church in response to that resolution.  The recurring athletic metaphors point us to the atoning work of Christ at the cross and the crown of glory we have by faith through the power of His victorious resurrection.

It is our prayer that God will use these sermons to strengthen His people for witness and outreach as we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ - which is more than gold!








Rejoicing in His days,
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Soli Deo Gloria!

Lent 1: “Training” (conditioning, preparation)  (Rev. David Dressler)

                Resource verses: 1 Corinthians 9:23-27

More Than Gold: Week 1 – Training

by Rev. David Dressler, Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd, Calgary, AB

Resource Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:23-27

I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others,  I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

Context:

In 1976 Dr. Francis Schaeffer wrote a book entitled “How Then Shall We Live?” The book, and a 10 part film series of the same title that followed, impacted millions upon millions of individual Christians and their church bodies. The premise was simple: Christ’s life, death and resurrection on our behalf has brought us into a new relationship with God. Through faith in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and freed from the chains of sin. Therefore, “How Then Shall We Live?”  

The topic is hardly new.  Martin Luther asks after the first two sections of the Apostles’ Creed: “What does this mean?”  And towards the end of each explanation he points out our faithful response to God’s grace and mercy: “For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” In another section we are told that the purpose of  such grace is: “That I may serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness.” All Christians are drawn to ask the important questions, “Why did God do this? What was His purpose? What does this mean for my life?” In our day and age the most popular hardcover book aside from the Bible promises to answer those questions under the theme “The Purpose Driven Life.”  While Rick Warren’s theology in “The Purpose Driven Life” is negatively criticized by many, only a rare few doubt that he has tapped into the Christian question of the ages.

St. Paul faced the same questions. His first letter to the Corinthians reads like a primer on the “Distinction and Use of Christian Freedom; The Gospel and It’s Impact on Christian Responsibility; The Abolition of Pride and Prejudice Within the Christian Church.”  St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians is the authoritative Purpose Driven Life.

The immediate context leading up to 1 Corinthians 9 and our verses addresses the topics of marriage, outward traditions, vocation, anxiety, self-control, piety and Christian care-giving. Each of these topics are addressed in light of the grace that we have received through Christ and the call to servant-leadership to which Christ has called His followers. 

Not content with academic arguments and instructions, in Chapter 9 St. Paul uses his own life as an example of Christ-like servant leadership. Although, by the normal order of things, Paul had the right to demand service from the Corinthians, he willingly gave up his privileges and rights in order to become a servant. In this way he could show forth Christ through his (Paul’s) own life.  Chapter 9 therefore becomes an apologetic for Paul’s prior instructions about living a Christian vocational life. 

Notes:
V. 23: Hina sunKoineonos autou genomai : “That I may share in it’s blessings” NIV. The emphasis however is on sharing: “That I may be a joint partaker therof.”  It is not that Paul needs to do such things in order to earn salvation, but rather that Paul does not want to enjoy the gospel just by himself – he desires to share the good news and it’s fruits with others so that all may share in eternity. 

V. 24: en stadioi: stadium. The stadium was the race course – a fixed distance of 606 ¾ feet. Most Greek cities had racecources like that at Olympia for runners.   The sense of v. 24 is to say that entering the race is not the same as winning it. Do not be satisfied with running, but make sure of winning – so run in such a way as to secure the prize! (Robertson)

V. 25: ho agonizomenos: striving, contest. “and striving in all things controls himself” The English word “agony” comes from this root and gives insight to the intensity level of the attempt. 

panta egkrateuetai: temperate in all things “one who controls himself”. 

The ESV loses the focus on the intensity level of the effort in favor of focusing on the self-control as it translates this section of the verse: “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things”.   Instead, both meanings need to co-exist without overshadowing the other.  In a marathon race where a runner is at maximum performance, the legs weaken, the vision tunnels in and it takes great “self-control” to keep running in such a way to win the race.  Athletes also had to exercise great “self-control” in their preparational training to increase their levels of endurance and strength. “Training for 10 months was required under the direction of trained judges. Abstinence from wine was required and a rigid diet of habits.” (Robertson’s Word Pictures)

phtharton stephanon: a corruptible crown “put around the head, like the latin corona, wreath or garland, badge of victory in the games. In the Isthmian games it was of pine leaves, earlier of parsley, in the Olympic games of the wild olive.” (RBW) “Yet these were the most coveted honours in the whole Greek world” (Findlay).  

Contrasted with the corruptible crown is the “apharton” (incorruptible). See 1 Peter 5:4 – the crown of glory ; crown of righteousness 2 Timothy 4:8; crown of life James 1:12; crown of rejoicing 1 Th 2:9

V. 26:  So, run (trecho) So, fight (pukteuo)

But don’t run and fight in fashion.  St. Paul uses modifiers to tell us how we should run and fight: run – with purpose (not uncertainly); fight – as if it is real (not as if you were beating the air). This verse includes a change in metaphor from a runner to a boxer. Overall, we are to run, but not as a runner who unsteadily weaves back and forth in an uncontrolled manner. Or to use another metaphor, we are to box, but not as a boxer who is just “shadow box” practicing, but instead as if this is the last round of the world championship heavyweight boxing match. 

V. 27: alla hupopiazo mou to soma: but I buffet my body. A blow in the face – to beat black and blue. Unlike the Gnostics who considered the body to be sinful and evil Paul views it more “like the horses in a chariot race, which must be kept well in hand by whip and rein if the prize is to be secured” (Robertson and Plummer). The boxers often used boxing gloves or oxhide bands which gave telling blows.  Paul was not willing for his body to be his master. He found good as the outcome of this self-discipline. 

kai doulagogo: and bring it into bondage. A metaphor of the victor leading the vanquished as captive and slave. 

allois keruxas: after that I have preached to others.  A kerux at the games announced the rules of the game and called out the competitors. So Paul is not only a herald but also a competitor. 

autos adokimos genomai: I myself should be rejected.   adokimos: an old adjective used of metals, coin, soil which means not standing the test. 

Notes from the Lutheran Study Bible ESV:  (Page 1959)
Self-control: Avoiding what hinders success in the race. Here it is the insistence on ‘rights’ that destroy the faith of others.

“discipline my body”:  to live with a purpose, to intentionally seek the good of others. 

“He clearly shows that he was keeping his body under control, not to merit forgiveness of sins by that discipline, but to keep his body in subjection and prepared for spiritual things, for carrying out of the duties of his calling” (AC XXVI 38).  

SERMON: “Yes, there is Christian Training, Conditioning and Preparation”  

Grace mercy and peace to you from Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen
I do all this for the sake of the gospel,  that I may share in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the runners run,  but only one gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last;  but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly;  I do not fight like a man beating the air. No,  I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others,  I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. (1 Cor 9:23-27)
Dear Friends in Christ,


The perfect cross-country skiing snow fell in Calgary over the Christmas holidays. Normally, a snowfall comes in one day and a Chinook sweeps in to whisk it away a short time later. But this snowfall hung around for weeks, turning my thoughts to breaking out of my 15 year ski slump.  Perhaps the news that a Chinook was on it’s way and my precious snow would be gone – perhaps for the rest of the season -  added to my resolve to get beyond thinking about skiing.  The verses connected with this very preaching assignment convicted me to take my health and physical training more seriously that I might be around longer for my various vocations such as husband, father, friend and pastor.  So I got my equipment together: I rounded up the skis from the garage storage. I found one ski pole in the furnace room and another in the garden shed. I discovered my ski boots that were tucked in with the rubber boots and ended up buying new ski wax because I never did find the old wax. Whether 20 year old ski wax would have been still good is debatable anyway.  
Parking at the local golf course, I brushed the dust off the skis and waxed up the bottoms. I took the fact that my boots still fit as a good sign as nothing else from 15 years ago would still fit, and I started off with the fine ambition of doing a fast 2-3 kilometers.  It was no surprise at the half-way point to have that cold, metallic taste that comes when you are breathing hard in the middle of a cold winter work out.   But, although I would occasionally hit a great stride from time to time and hear that gratifying “swish swish” sound of skis over snow,  I couldn’t fool myself into thinking that I was in any way an athlete. On the way back I kept running over black pieces of rubber, leather, foam and felt, and in the midst of bemoaning those who would litter a pristine golf course, came to the conclusion that all the pieces littering the trail were from my own ski boots which had slowly disintegrated along the way.  My chest was heaving at the end of the trip and my legs felt like jello. I was so weary and unsteady that if I was in a biathlon and expected to sight my rifle in on a target I would have had more of a chance hitting my neighbors target than my own.   

On the way home I examined my performance and this is what I learned: If  my life consisted simply of getting myself from point a to point b I would be fine.  But if I was to stand up to the test of caring for my family, caring for the congregation as a Pastor and having enough stamina left over for the occasional emergency and a meaningful joy-filled life, I had better do some training and increase my endurance and strength.  I had also better pay some attention to the quality and care of the equipment  I use!  

Life can be physically demanding and we can let ourselves slip without hardly any notice.  But at least our world seems to call to our attention the need for our physical improvement.  Who is bringing to your attention your need for spiritual fitness? We’re fooling ourselves if we think that spiritual fitness is not as important as our physical well-being.  Our body and soul are both important.  Both body and soul are gifts of God, redeemed by Christ on the cross and precious in His sight.  Both should be precious to us too, but when we examine our lives we commonly find problems with the way we  approach this “athletic” event that St. Paul calls our Christian life. 

We may think that our life is our own and we are the only one who has a say in how we run the race of life.  But shouldn’t our family and friends be on our mind as we plan and prepare the days and ways of our life?  It isn’t even true that our life is our own.  You and I have been bought at a price by our Lord Jesus. We live in Him and the Holy Spirit lives in us.  

Part of the reason that we want to view our life as our own is we want to make our own decisions. We don’t want to live our lives in anyone else’s tracks.  We want what we think is good for us – but we don’t trust God to know what is best for us.  We try out our own way and discover that it leads to trouble.  Countless generations before us have tested themselves and their own desires in this way and have discovered that God really does have a “lock” on what is truly good for His creation.  So why is it that we still feel that we have to test the boundaries for ourselves?  St. Paul, when he talks about self-discipline in Christian training, is in no way encouraging us to forge our own trail through life, but he is encouraging us to respect God’s boundaries by making them our own boundaries. 

Sometimes we find ourselves conflicted about our wants and needs and finding the purpose for our life.  When we began our life “in Christ” it was not simply a cutting of the bonds of slavery to sin, death, and Satan.  If we limit the Christian message in that way to the forgiveness of sins, we risk wandering aimlessly during our stay here on earth, sometimes lurching forward, sometimes detouring over unnecessary and fruitless trails, many times hurting ourselves and others along the way.  That is not the way to run the race that is staked out by God for our lives.  Paul tells the Corinthian church that they are to run the race of life in a purposeful way with Christ as the focus.  It is a purpose-full life no matter how short or long it is. Echoing this same truth, a Peace Corps commercial says, “If you’re not doing something with your life, it doesn’t matter how long it is.”  So Paul talks about focusing on the finish line. It is so important to him that he mixes his metaphors and encourages us to stop shadow-boxing and enter in the  “fight” against the real opponent – sin, death, Satan, and all the misery and misdirection that this unholy trio stirs up.  

Think about it this way:  Christ’s life, death and resurrection frees you from sin, death and Satan.  But how do you choose to use your freedom?  The choices narrow very quickly when we think for a moment about that family member who is in trouble, or the strife in our marriage. When we see the need we want desperately to help each other.  The Holy Spirit breaks our selfish gaze and has us look outward with compassion on our neighbor who is dying, or the friend who lost his job, at our hurting spouse, or the children who are orphaned because their parents died in an earthquake.  The Christian race is toward heaven – yes – but we are not running this race alone.  Our race runs through other people’s lives. That’s how God planned it.  Other people’s needs and hurts are not a distraction to your race.  They are not an obstacle to be avoided.  They constitute the race course.  And if we are to be of help, and if we are to run this race with honor, we need to up the training. We need to run with purpose. We need to increase our consistency, our strength, our endurance – for we are not just running this course for ourselves. God has a purpose in our running this course and that purpose involves the lives of others. 

Running life in this manner is not easy.  But dropping out of the race is unthinkable.  As runners in a marathon raising money for the fight against cancer, keep in their minds their loved ones for whom they are running, it helps us to do the same.  It especially helps us to keep our eyes focused on Christ.  When Jesus entered this world he knew it would be no 100 meter dash. He knew it would be a marathon that called for His all.  When He ran the race from the crèche to the cross it wasn’t for Himself.  It was for you – for me – for everyone of us.  He set before Himself the cross – scorning it’s shame and intent to go the distance. He set His face toward Jerusalem where He would win forgiveness for you and me. He didn’t give up or half-heartedly walk the race. He ran. He endured the agony. He never wavered. And as Jesus was running the race he kept you in His mind. And now you and I follow in His steps, running the race He already won for us – but we don’t plan to falter either because running with us are our friends and family, our co-workers, fellow students, neighbors and even many who are right now on the sideline watching, but who will find themselves in the race as we tell them about Jesus.  

Who was I to think that I didn’t need to train my body to get through this tremendous life?  It was silly of me to fall away from the physical preparations, leaving me unfit to excel and sometimes even to meet the physical demands of life.  It is just as strange to think that we can excel in this race of life without the spiritual training that God provides for us.  Brothers and sisters, don’t quit – keep running – keep training spiritually. Let Jesus be the focus of your life. Those early Olympians ran the race and the winner only received a wreath of woven olive branches which soon withered away.  But each of us who reaches the end of our race is met with our Lord Jesus Christ who has a victor’s Crown of Life for us.  Faith, forgiveness, life and salvation all belong to you – won by Christ and given away to the world – to you. If it will mean that one more person will wear a crown of life because God will use our training and preparation then you and I will strive steadfastly in the grace of Jesus Christ. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all human understanding dwell in your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayer: 

Praise God, who Himself became human like us in order to save us! 

Strengthen us, O Lord, to serve others in all things, so that all people might come to know the power of your death and resurrection. Focus our attention not on ourselves but on Christ and His work on our behalf. Train us up and give us steadfastness so that the burdens and cares of life will not deflect us from our course of living a life to Your glory. Hear us O God, for the sake of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

(Adapted from Lutheran Study Bible Notes p. 1959)

Children’s Lesson (Adapted from Alaskan Missionary, Spring 2007, page 2)

Let me tell you a story about Bill. Bill loved to run and he entered a 10km race that the winner won in a very short time.  But Bill was paralyzed on his entire left side and he took a lot longer to get to the finish line. Bill’s hero was the man who won the race and Bill was happy to just be in same race as his hero. Running when you are paralyzed is really hard work. I takes a lot of training and a lot of concentration. By the time Bill got to the half-way point the race was long over and the banners were taken down and cars and trucks had already begun driving on the roads again. Bill was the only one left on the race course. As he got closer to the end some kids on bikes rode beside him and said, “Hey mister, are you still running the race? It’s been over for hours and someone’s already finished first. Why don’t you quit – the race is over!” But Bill said, “I can’t, I have to make it to my hero at the end of the line”. And he kept on running. As he approached the place where he knew the finish line would be, his hero and about 30 people stepped out from an alley and they placed a banner up and strung a ribbon across the road. And Bill stumbled across the finish line. There was his hero, who took off the 1st place ribbon from his neck and placed it around Bill’s neck and said, ‘You are a winner because you never quit!”

   You and I have a whole life ahead of us and we know that we are following Jesus who won forgiveness life and salvation for us.  And sometimes life is not going to be easy. But we keep following Jesus, receiving his forgiveness for the struggles along our way. But we keep running and when we get to the end our hero Jesus is at the finish line waiting to give you and me the Victor’s Crown of Life.  He has one for each one of us!

    Prayer: Thank you Jesus for running the race of life and winning for us forgiveness and life. Give us strength for our life and keep us safely in the race to the end where we can share forever in your victory. Amen.
Lent 2: “How Beautiful the Feet” (the messenger running to bring good news) (Rev. Laverne Hautz)

                Resource verses: Isaiah 52:6-10; Romans 10:13-17

Sermon: “How Beautiful the Feet” - Romans 10:13-17

2nd Sunday in Lent - February 28, 2010

Introduction: The feet of Olympians

Today is the last day of the Games in Vancouver. There have been some spectacular moments, some breathtaking events, some finishes decided by the smallest of margins, and some magnificent performances by individuals and by teams. There have been lots of events that have captivated the country and the world, and we’ve been able to watch it all on TV, on computer, in theatres, on blackberries… you name it. This year’s Olympic events have been very accessible. 

As you have watched events, have you ever noticed the feet of the Olympians? Often our eyes are fixed elsewhere… on the athlete’s arms or torso. We don’t often notice their feet. In summer Olympic events the feet of Olympians are more noticeable: the powerful size 13 feet of world record sprinter Usain Bolt; the tiny graceful feet of nimble gymnasts; the fluttering feet of a swimmer. But even though they are covered up with various styles of footwear, the feet of winter Olympians are very important. 

Visualize the unique motions of the curler’s feet while sweeping. Remember the dexterity and the elegance of the figure skaters’ feet as they present their dance routine. Consider the speed with which the bobsledders’ feet propel them as they begin their run. There is the endurance of the cross-country skier’s feet over a long course, the power of the hockey player’s feet in a dash down the ice, and the strength of a snowboarder’s feet through turns and jumps. There is no question that the feet of an Olympian are crucial to success in their event. 

1. Beautiful Feet?

“How beautiful are the feet,” Paul says in Romans 10. Beauty?? When you think of feet, you don’t often associate them with beauty. Feet can be knobby in various places. Toes are different sizes and shapes. Toe nails may be thick and toe knuckles hairy. Heels can feature dry and cracked and calloused skin. People can walk flat-footed or pigeon-toed. No, feet aren’t often considered beautiful.  But they are useful, and necessary. That’s why in 1 Corinthians 12 Paul reports that the head cannot say to the feet, “I have no need of you.” That’s true in the analogy of the Body of Christ, but it’s also literally true of the human body. God arranged the members of the body as He chose, and feet are vital to the function of the body. 

2. Feet that take us into sin

Sadly, our feet often take us places where we shouldn’t go. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the First Commandment by putting created things before the Creator. 

On Sunday mornings our feet take us to places where we break the Third Commandment - hockey arenas and curling rinks and coffee shops and hiking trails... places where we avoid God and neglect His Word. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the Fifth Commandment - places where in anger and hatred we maliciously confront and retaliate against someone who has hurt us in some way. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the Sixth Commandment - our computer screens where we view pornography, or the theater for an X-rated movie. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the Seventh Commandment - the storage room at work where we help ourselves to supplies to use at home. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the Eighth Commandment - neighbours’ homes where we gossip and destroy the reputation of the person who is not there. 

Our feet take us to places where we break the Ninth Commandment - to show homes, to boat shows or car shows or malls where we covet homes and boats and cars and things that we will never own. 

Our feet take us to the bar to drown our sorrows and to inappropriately share our problems with someone we don’t know, who is neither contributing to our problems nor able to solve them. 

Our feet take us in a path of following temptation… whatever that temptation may be. 

Our feet take us to a place where we walk with and seek advice from the wicked, as Psalm 1 says. 

Our feet are - like our hands, like our tongues, like our minds, like our hearts - part of our sinful human nature. They take us to places of sin and rebellion against God, His Commandments, and His expectations of our relationship with Him and others. They cause us to stumble and tumble like the figure skater whose pick catches the ice, or like the skier whose foot turns the ski tip into one of the gates on the downhill course. We deserve God’s wrath and punishment for the sins we commit when our feet take us to those various places. We deserve that our names not even be mentioned on the list of life’s competitors. 

3. Jesus’ feet… feet of mercy

But Paul says: “How beautiful are the feet…” Beautiful feet? That is to say, that we don’t get what we justly deserve. When what we deserve is God’s punishment and we don’t get it… that’s mercy! God’s mercy!! 

God’s mercy, of course, comes to us in the person of Jesus, so let’s also consider His feet today. 

Jesus’ feet were a sign of His humanity. Maybe we can begin by picturing Mary, the mother of Jesus, seated with her baby on her lap, tickling the toes of Jesus, or playing “this little piggie went to market.” Well, no… maybe not… they were Jewish and the last game they would play was a piggie game! But baby Jesus did have tiny feet and toes just like any other infant. And those feet and toes grew. Imagine Jesus’ feet running and playing children’s games, walking the dusty roads to Jerusalem at age 12, and standing before the teachers in the Temple discussing the Torah. Think of the feet of Jesus standing in the sawdust and shavings of Joseph’s carpenter shop. See in your mind those feet stepping into the Jordan River to be baptized. Although the voice from heaven stated, “This is my beloved Son!” Jesus identified with humanity, with all the sinners who came to be baptized. His feet took Him on the mission and ministry given by the heavenly Father. Those feet took Jesus from village to village, from mountain to seashore, from Jerusalem to Galilee and beyond. 

Today we ride in cars and buses, trains and airplanes. But the feet of Christ walked everywhere He went, even on the water of the Sea of Galilee. On at least a couple of occasions, Jesus’ feet were anointed with perfume. On the night before He was crucified, a night on which the disciples argued about greatness, the feet of Christ led the way in servanthood as He washed the dirty, smelly, sinful feet of His disciples during the Passover meal. Jesus calls us to follow His example, and not to consider “stooping down” to help someone in need too menial a service to be performed in Christ’s name. 

When we consider the feet of Jesus, we must not forget what His feet looked like the day after He washed His disciples’ feet. On that day - that Good Friday - if we were there, we would see wounds on those feet. We would see nails piercing the feet of Christ to fasten them to a cross. Jesus’ feet were pierced for our transgressions, as Isaiah said. He endured great pains and suffering in order to bring forgiveness for the sins of your feet, and your hands, and your tongue, and your mind, and your heart. When Luke records the post-resurrection appearance of Jesus to His disciples, we hear Jesus say: “See my hands and my feet.” He wanted them to know that He was real, and alive. By the wounds of His feet, He wants you to know that your forgiveness is real, and living, and personal, and complete, and costly… yet free! That’s grace!!

4. Beautiful feet… sent on Jesus’ mission

Jesus’ pierced, forgiving feet make us valued in God’s eyes, and make our own feet beautiful, for Jesus sends us on our way - on His way, really - as messengers bringing that same good news of grace to every participant in the Olympics of life. 

Some Olympic events begin: “On your mark, get set, go.” Before He went to heaven, leaving the proclamation of the Good News to His disciples, Matthew records that Jesus said, “Go! …go and make disciples.” Jesus is the Head of the Church, and as He commissioned His disciples He said to them, and to their feet, “I need you. I need you to go with the good news… and I will go with you and bless you as you go.” If we, as disciples today, are to go as Jesus bids, our feet will also need to take us - to mountains and valleys, to cities and country sides, to crowds and individuals, to whomever and wherever people haven’t heard or believed in Jesus. 

Did you notice the logical progression of Paul’s thought in Romans 10? First he says that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

But people aren’t going to call on the Lord if they don’t believe in Him. 

And people aren’t going to believe in Him if they haven’t heard about Him. 

And people aren’t going to hear about Him if no one preaches. 

And people aren’t going to preach if they are not sent. 

That’s when he finally gets to the feet, the beautiful feet, of those who are sent to preach the good news about Jesus. 

Consider YOUR feet. No, don’t take off your shoes and socks right here! But think about your feet in your mind, and consider where and to whom they might take you to bring the good news:

- Maybe there’s a co-worker of yours who has just lost a spouse. Your beautiful feet can take you to the lunch room table at work with the comforting good news of Jesus’ resurrection promises.

- Maybe there’s a single mom who is feeling guilty about taking her child to day-care every day. Your beautiful feet can take you to her house with the soothing good news of a Holy Spirit who daily walks alongside God’s people, and even carries them in their time of need.

- Maybe there’s an unbelieving friend who is asking questions about the meaning of life. Your beautiful feet can take you to him with good news of a Saviour who forgives sin, who promises to be a friend who gives purpose to each and every day, and who offers new and eternal life beyond this one.

- Maybe there’s a relative who has just received a cancer diagnosis and is staring death in the face. Your beautiful feet can take you to the hospital with good news encouragement and the reminder that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

- Maybe there’s a natural disaster - like the earthquake in Haiti last month. Your beautiful feet probably can’t take you there… but an open home can be good news for someone who has lost everything, or a relief cheque can be like a pair of beautiful feet and strong hands to provide assistance in real and tangible ways, demonstrating the love of a Saviour who walks with people in their deepest need.

You don’t have to be an Olympic athlete to have important or skilled feet. When you bring the good news of Jesus in everyday ways to those in need, God considers your feet to be beautiful. When the good news of Jesus penetrates a person’s need, people WILL come to faith and call on Him… for this life, and for salvation. You have Jesus’ word on it. Amen. 

Suggested Collect

Lord Jesus, Your feet walked the dusty, dirty, pain-filled roads of human life. Your feet were pierced and endured the pain and suffering we deserved because of our sin. Grant us grace to receive the forgiveness You won, and make our feet beautiful as we bring Your Good News to others, that they might follow in Your footsteps through this life until we all fall at Your feet, adoring You in the life to come; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit, You are one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Corporate Prayers of “Beautiful Feet” Good-News-Bringers

(P: Pastor / C: Congregation)

P: Let us pray for the whole Body of Christ, and for all people according to their needs: 

P: For the Body of Christ, the Church, and our congregation… Lord, that You would make our hearts confident, our lips bold, and our feet beautiful as You send us to our neighbour to bring the Good News of Your grace in Jesus. For the sake all who call on You…

C: That they would be saved. 

P: For our pastors and teachers, our church workers and missionaries around the world… Lord, that You would bless their proclamation and preaching of the Good News with clarity and with simplicity, with love and with joy. For the sake all who call on You…

C: That they would be saved.

P: For those who haven’t meaningfully heard the Good News of Christ, our neighbours and relatives and co-workers and friends… Lord, that, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, You would prepare their hearts to hear and receive the Good News so that, when they do, the message would be considered personal, relevant, significant, eternal and true. For the sake all who call on You…

C: That they would be saved.

P: For those who have heard the Good News but have not believed… Lord, that You would break down barriers to belief: arguments, excuses, doubts, false teaching, and inconvenience. Let Your truth and love shine through Your Word and Your people with the result that people would not forfeit their soul in exchange for fleeting earthly surroundings, but that they would attach their hearts to holy, unseen and eternal interests. For the sake all who call on You…

C: That they would be saved.

P: For those who, having believed the Good News, need to call on You… Lord, that those with various needs - griefs, sorrows and sicknesses, poverty, loneliness and stress - would freely call on You in their days of trouble, that You would deliver them, and that they would glorify You. For the sake all who call on You…

C: That they would be saved.

- other prayers, petitions and intercessions may be offered -

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen.

Children’s Message – Beautiful Feet

Text:

Isaiah 52:7-10

Theme: 
Feet are beautiful when they bring Good News!

Objects:
Could have skates, small skis, etc.



Pictures of feet as noted in the lesson (pictures attached)

During the Winter Games we see feet doing lots of different kinds of things.  What kinds of things are they doing?  (skiing, figure-skating, playing hockey…).  Feet can do lots of neat things.  They can also walk us places, dance, and help us reach things when we stand on our tip-toes.  We like our feet because of what they can do.  Here’s a question…Do you think your feet are beautiful?  It’s something to think about…Our Old Testament lesson tells us that for sure some feet are beautiful.  Feet are beautiful when then they belong to someone who brings Good News.

Who was the One who brought us the best news?  It was Jesus!  Let’s think about His feet.  I have some pictures that will help us.  

1. Here is a picture of dusty and dirty feet…do you think that Jesus’ feet looked like this sometimes?  I’ll bet they did!  They may not have seemed very beautiful but they were…why do you think they were beautiful?  They were beautiful because they got dusty and dirty when Jesus travelled to many places to tell people the Good News of God’s love for them.  He healed people from sicknesses, He told them that their sins were forgiven...He even raised people from the dead. Those feet did a lot of walking to bring Good News, and finally those dusty feet took Him to Jerusalem, where something very important would happen.

2. Here is a picture of Jesus’ feet on the cross.  There’s a nail through them…These feet don’t look very beautiful, but they are...  they are bringing us Good News!  What is the Good News that these feet tell us?  They tell us that our sins are forgiven because Jesus died in our place.  They are beautiful feet because of what they tell us.  And that’s not the end of the story, is it?

3. Here is one more pair of feet.  They have big scars on them where they were nailed to the cross, but they are beautiful too.  They are beautiful because they tell us the Good News that Jesus rose from the dead, and that because He rose from the dead, we will rise too to be with God in heaven forever!

Now look at your feet.  Some of your feet are in sneakers, some might be in boots, some might be in nice shiny shoes.  Whatever they are wearing, your feet are beautiful too!  Your feet are beautiful because God has given you a special job.  He has given to you – to all of us – the job of telling the Good News that Jesus was born for us, died for us, and rose again for us.  Your feet take you to people who need to hear that Good News – and they are beautiful because you share that good news with people who need to hear it! Let’s pray.

Dear God,  Thank you for sending your Son Jesus with beautiful feet that tell us that you love us and that because He died for us, you forgive our sins.  Help us to use our beautiful feet to take us to others who need to hear your Good News.  In Jesus Name we pray.  Amen.  
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Lent 3: “Running the Race” (the marathon of life and faith) (Rev. Dr. Steven Harold)

                Resource verses: Hebrews 12:1-3; Romans 8:18; 1 Corinthians 9:24

Running The Race   (Hebrews 12:1-2; Isaiah 26:19; Revelation 22:4-5)  

Introduction: “Ready, Set, Go…those wonderful words at the start of every race”

   I.  RUNNING IS SUPERB METAPHOR FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

A.  So says Hebrews 12:1-2

B.  A lot of training goes into the running of a marathon (42km/26.2 miles)

C.  Non-runners simply do not understand and often they mock the effort

D.  The Christian life is a marathon with obstacles, temptations & mockers (Gal.5:7)
II.  OUR LORD PROVIDES FOR US SO WE DON’T RUN THE RACE ALONE

A.  He doesn’t shout from the sidelines: “sweat more & work harder!”

B.  He provides what every runner craves & needs

1.  How wonderful are cheerleaders, encouragers & supporters in a road race!

2.  In the race of life, God provides the same 

a) Hebrews 12:1 - “The great cloud of witnesses” (ALL THE SAINTS)

b) These saints are the “Church on earth and the Church in Heaven”

1.  The saints along the race course on earth

2.  The saints who have already crossed the finish line in heaven 

(Heb. 11; Isa. 26:19; Rev. 22:4-5)

c) Best of all is Jesus who has run & finished the race (Heb. 12:2)
Conclusion: Olympian Derek Redmond & the 1992 400 metre race [google-“Derek Redmond” for the wonderful story you can adapt. Also google “Derek Redmond Sports Illustrated magazine article for a well written article you can adapt & apply to our Heavenly Father carrying us across the `finish line` to heaven…

“Running the Race” prayer

We thank You dear Father for the ‘race of life’ You have given to us.

We confess that sometimes the terrain is tough and we feel like quitting.

But we also thank You that we do not run alone. You have given us that

“great cloud of witnesses”…those saints of God who have already run and 

crossed heaven’s finish line. We thank You for their faithful lives and witness

that encourages us to keep on running. We thank You even more for Jesus who

has run to the cross & to the empty tomb and even now is at Your right hand, 

interceding for us and waiting to welcome us across that last finish line. Help 

us to keep running and to bring others on this run with us until that day when our

run is finished and we wear that victory crown You have for us. In the name of Jesus,

amen.

“Running the Race” children’s sermon

Props needed:  a pair of running shoes, a water bottle, an “energy bar”

1. Ask the children what the shoes are for & explain

2. Explain about getting tired on a long run

3. Explain the importance of “aid stations” to get water & energy snacks

4. Compare this to the race of the Christian life

5. Compare water/energy bars to God’s Word & Sacraments which ‘keep

us in the race’

6. Also talk about the encouragement that crowds & cheerers give along 

the race course

7. Compare this to “the great cloud of witnesses” of the church on earth &

the church in heaven 

8. Finally talk about Jesus who ran the race for us (Heb. 12;1-2)

Lent 4: “Teamwork” (The Body of Christ – it’s a team sport – ex. Hockey, relay, bobsled) (Rev. Bill Ney)

                Resource verses: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Ephesians 4:1-16; Romans 12:3-8

Sermon for the 4th Sunday in Lent 2010 

Rev. William R.A. Ney, Sr.  Pastor

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Stony Plain, AB, Canada

Text:

Romans 12:3-8

Theme:
“Teamwork”

Dear Friends of Jesus:

Andrew Carnegie once said:  “Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. Teamwork is the ability to direct individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon results.”

At the Winter Games in Vancouver this year “teamwork” will be one of the most coveted ideals toward which the participants will strive.   Whether it’s on the bobsled run or at the hockey rink those who win the Gold Medal or even the Silver or Bronze Medal, will be the teams that work together.   Someone has suggested that the word TEAM is merely an acrostic that stands for “Together Everyone Achieves More”.  But teamwork goes beyond just sports, as the famous football coach of the Green Bay Packers, Vince Lombardi, once pointed out when he said:  “People who work together will win, whether it be against complex football defences, or the problems of modern society."  

God also has the answer for the problems of modern society.   Those problems began way back at the beginning of creation when He made Adam and Eve and they succumbed to the wiles of the devil and ate of the forbidden fruit.   From that point on in human history the relationship that God had established between Himself and human beings was seriously compromised.   No longer did Adam and Eve think like God or act like God.   Rather they became individuals who went about life in their own way … not taking God’s will into consideration, and as a result lost their perfection as they moved into full rebellion against their Creator.  They lost their sense of teamwork with God as they rebelled against their “Heavenly Coach”.

No team gets anywhere when they ignore or rebel against the Coach, do they?   For years the Edmonton Oilers have gone on a downward spiral in the NHL and the frustration on the face of the coach as he does interviews after the games, is obvious.   Currently the team is playing as a group of individual prima-donnas.   They’re not following the directions of the coach and they are not working together.   Henry Ford once said:   “Coming together is a beginning.    Keeping together is progress.  Working together is success.”

In the days of the early New Testament Church God also put together a team and expanded it.   First of all Jesus called together a group of 12 men called Disciples or Apostles.   Judas wasn’t a team player and didn’t make it.  He removed himself from the team because he no longer believed in the Coach and was transferred to a team in a much warmer climate.    A replacement player was brought in by the name of Matthias and a thirteenth player was added by the name of Saul whose name was changed by the Coach to Paul.

The Apostle Paul was definitely a team player.   He worked with the other Apostles and with many individuals in carrying out the game plan to a “T”.   Jesus wanted the Gentiles to come onto the team and join the Jews that were already working out.  So St. Paul became the Apostle to the Gentiles.   He understood that the team had to be united and wrote in Romans 12 and other places about how the Coach had brought people with very different gifts and abilities onto the team.   In the same way that a Hockey team could not function if every player were a goalie or if every player were a centre-man or a defenseman, so the Church could not carry out the Great Commission of the Coach, that is, “to make disciples of all nations” if all were gifted in exactly the same way with the same skills and abilities.  In our text St. Paul reminds us of this when he writes:  “For as in one body we have many members and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many are one body in Christ and individually members one of another.  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them….” (Romans 12:3-6a)

Like the teams we will be watching in the Winter Games, our church has many players, all with different gifts according to the grace of God.   Some people in the church are gifted in music and can assist in leading in worship by playing the organ or piano or guitar or another instrument.   Some have been gifted by God with wonderful singing voices and when they sing they sound like the angels and can uplift us by singing solos or by singing in the church choir. 

Some are gifted in administration and can serve on Council or as an officer of the church.    Some are gifted in relating in a loving way to people and can be effective evangelists in the community or care-givers among the members of our church and community.   But the really important thing that our text is getting at is that we all must work together as we use our God-given gifts and talents for a common goal.   It’s important that none of us thinks too highly of himself in this service to God and our neighbour and ceases to become a team player.

One of the reasons that Wayne Gretzky became known as “the Great One” was not just his impressive statistics regarding goals and assists and all the rest, but because he was the ultimate example of a selfless team player.   Over and over again he would pass the puck to someone else when he could have taken the shot and likely scored the goal himself and received the glory.   Again and again, Gretzky helped make other players, perhaps less talented than he was, to look good, and when interviewed following a game he always gave credit to the other players on the team and the coaching staff for his successes.

That’s what a team player does and that’s what we need to do as team players in the church. For our goal is not just to win a game or even a medal but rather to win the race of life.   In the same way that the writer to the Hebrews urges God’s people on in the race of life, toward the goal of eternal life in heaven one day, so that too is our ultimate goal, isn’t it?   Here it is written:  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus , the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  (Hebrews 12:1-2).   In the Olympics, the ultimate goal of Team Canada is to win the gold!   But our ultimate goal as Team Church is to win the crown of life, for St. John writes in Revelation:  “Be faithful unto death and I will give you a Crown of Life”, (Rev 2:10) that is, eternal life…in heaven…with God….for all eternity!

That goal is not just an individual goal but it is a corporate goal also!   We strive to continue in the faith and share the saving faith not just for ourselves and not even just for our immediate family, but with the whole world.  

What is that faith?   It is no less than full trust in God’s Good News to all the world that He has sent His only-begotten Son into our world in order to live a perfect life in our place, to die the one and only all-sufficient death on the cross of Calvary in order pay for our sins, and to be raised victorious over sin, death and Satan on Easter Sunday morning.   Why?  So that He might blaze the way ahead for us to the heavenly places and assure us of our resurrection from the dead one day also.    The really Good News is that all of this He did for us freely and requires no payment from us for any of it.   All he asks is that we believe that His Son, Jesus Christ did this for us and then gives us the Holy Spirit to enable us to believe it so that we can honestly say that our forgiveness and salvation is entirely God’s work and we are but the grateful recipients of it all!

God always wants his family to grow and he calls us and empowers us with his Holy Spirit through Baptism and the Gospel to bring more and more of our family, friends and neighbours into the family of God as we simply share the Good News of God’s love and forgiveness in Christ Jesus with them.   But to do that effectively, we need to be team players at our church and team players together with our District and with our Synod, (Lutheran Church-Canada), and our partner churches around the world.

Therefore, since God has redeemed us with the precious blood of Jesus and bought us back from the ownership of the devil, we can move ahead in ministry confidently, knowing that in the game of life Jesus has already won the victory for us.   The Gold Medal of eternal life is ours already because of God’s love for us and we can celebrate.   Boy, can we celebrate!    

We will be witnessing many individuals and teams at the Winter Games celebrating but we will also witness the agony of defeat for some.   But playing on God’s team in the game of life there can be no defeat, because the game has already been won for us at Calvary’s Cross, and because the reward is out of this world

Vince Lombardi once again said: 
“Teamwork is what the Green Bay Packers were all about. They didn't do it for individual glory. They did it because they loved one another…”

When the race of life is over and we look back on our life together as a Christian congregation and see how many people God enabled us to bring into His family and onto His team, may He say of us: 

“Teamwork is what the people at ____________________________ Lutheran Church were all about.   They didn’t do it for individual glory.   They did it because they loved one another…”

Amen.

CHILDREN’S TALK 

Objects Needed:


The Children Themselves


Perhaps a hockey stick or tennis racket
Boys and girls, today I want to talk to you about Teamwork. 

Do any of you play on a sports team?   (Allow for answers)

You know, I used to play on a team.   I played hockey. (You can use whatever you played…basketball, baseball, tennis, football, etc.)    When I played hockey sometimes our team won and sometimes we lost.    And after a few years I started to see a pattern.   

Whenever I and some of my team-mates played as individuals, I mean, whenever we hogged the puck or always took the shot and never passed, we just about always lost the game.   But when we passed the puck to each other, sometimes even when we could have taken the shot on net ourselves, and when we encouraged each other rather than criticized each other, most of the time we won the game.

Why do you think that was?  [It was team work.]   Do teams play better when the players help each other and encourage each other and play selflessly or when they criticize each other and play in self ways, wanting to get noticed and receive the glory?   (Allow for answers).   That’s right, when we play as a team and not as individuals in team sports, we have a much great chance of winning, don’t we?

You know what?  It’s the same in the church.   You children and all our friends in the pews here this morning are all part of our team too.   That team is called “the Church”, or in the language of the Olympics we might say we are “Team Church”.

Our owner and coach is our Lord Jesus Christ and the game that we are playing is called the game of life.   If we go through life trying to do everything by ourselves and not working together we won’t get very far.   But if we play as a team, using the gifts and talents that God has given each of us in unselfish ways, and believing and trusting in our Owner/Coach Jesus Christ alone for our salvation and for the power to win the game of life, we will be successful!

In Revelation 2:10 Jesus says:  “Be faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life!”    When we play together as a team, caring for and supporting each other in the faith, there’s a much greater chance that when the game of life is over we will have won than if we try to go it alone.   Through His Word and Sacraments God keeps us, together, strong in our faith and strong in our ability to share that faith with others so that they too may win the Gold in the game of life.

Lent 5: “Who’s the Greatest?” (whoever will be great must be servant of all – Jesus as servant) (Rev. Lee Loveridge)

                Resource verses: Matthew 20:20-28 (primary); Mark 9:30-37; Mark 14:32-42

Matthew 20:20-28 (New International Version)

A Mother's Request 

 20Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 

 21"What is it you want?" he asked. 
      She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." 

 22"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" 
      "We can," they answered. 

 23Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 

 24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Mark 9:30-37 (New International Version)

 30They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise." 32But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 

Who is Greatest? 

 33They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 

 35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

 36He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37"Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me."

Mark 14:32-42 (New International Version)

Gethsemane 

 32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 

 35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba,[a] Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." 

 37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 

 39Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. 

 41Returning the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank for this day and for this time we have together to worship you and to hear your Word.  Help us hear your Word, believe it, and be changed and transformed by it by the power of your Holy Spirit.  In the strong name of Jesus.  Amen

SERMON INTRO – WHO IS THE GREATEST?

I have a question for you.  Who is the greatest?  (A suitable question since we are now five sermons into this sports themed series called MORE THAN GOLD)   I ask chiefly because this is a top concern of Jesus, our Lord and Savior – the answer to this question WHO IS THE GREATEST really does matter in life.  Jesus challenged and confronted his twelve disciples with one’s perception of greatness.  What comes to mind when you hear the word “great” or “greatness” or how do you answer, “Who is the greatest?”  I guess it all depends on what we are talking about!

Discussion about who is the greatest certainly is nothing new.   In fact, it’s a favourite topic among sports fans.  For example:  What’s hockey talk without mentioning the GREAT ONE?  Today’s hockey star, Alexander Ovechin, already has earned the nickname ALEXANDER THE GREAT who of course is named after a Greek king who lived some 300 years before Jesus’ day and created one of the largest empires in ancient history.  Or take long retired boxer Muhammad Ali – no sport has heard the likes of his speeches which often spoke of his very own superiority when compared with his opponent’s.  He was obnoxious but often spoke with wit, clever poetic words, and a wicked sense of humour.  When touching on his speed he was heard saying, ““I'm so fast that last night I turned off the light switch in my hotel room and was in bed before the room was dark.”  Or of his competitive toughness he said, “Just last week, I murdered a rock, Injured a stone, Hospitalized a brick. I’m so mean, I make medicine sick!”  Of his self confidence, he said, ““I am the greatest, I said that even before I knew I was.”  And there was no question, he was the greatest boxer in his division, at least for a time...
EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT

In Matthew 20:20-28 – Matthew records that two sons James and John and her mother approach Jesus together.  And by what came out of mom’s mouth you might be shocked but perhaps not – maybe not quite as brash as Muhammad Ali but close -  "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."  Just a reminder here but don’t forget that James and John were two of Jesus’ closest followers, his hand- picked disciples.  

In the business world, you just might be admired for your assertiveness and confidence by setting your eyes on the top position of the company.  Why not!  It shows you’ve got ambition and it demonstrates drive and determination.  Who wouldn’t want that in a company that wants to go places?  In Jesus presence, though, we quickly get the impression that Jesus’s company would be run differently.  Not that ambition would be declared bad, but ambition for what?  For positions of honor and prestige?  To get the first pick of the best seats?  Hardly, we quickly put together the textual clues and find out that these young and immature Jesus followers have got things backwards.

Jesus in Mark 3:17 nicknames these two gentlemen Sons Of Thunder.  (Isn’t it interesting that Jesus is the one handing out nicknames?!)   These are the same two gentlemen we read about in Luke who were so offended at the cold shoulder and inhospitable reception they received when they stopped in at a Samaritan village  to preach the Gospel (so indignant they were!), that their number one recommendation was to pray for God “to call fire down from heaven to destroy them” (Luke 9:54-55).  These guys, the Sons of Thunder, are mean enough to make, in the words of Muhammad Ali, medicine sick.  It’s these sons of Thunder asking for a special position in Jesus’ company.  The unsettling part is that mom and the boys faith journey, still very much in its infancy, has not brought them to a point yet where they could even see the foolishness of what they were asking of Jesus. 


Jesus challenges them immediately.  “You don’t know what you are asking.  Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”  They’ve got one thing right.  They definitely see Jesus as a leader in the kingdom of God – that much they know.  But the nature of this kingdom has yet to really hit home with these followers.  So, Jesus asks whether they are capable of enduring not only the possible prosperity and joys that go along with kingdom life but the bigger question is, are they willing and able to endure the adverse, unfavourable conditions of kingdom life?  In other words, do you really have the guts to endure what it takes to hold a position of greatness – a position of power and honor.  Do you really?

It seems like our dear sons of Thunder are taken up by the thought of greatness and aren’t we too?  Taken up by all the hype of greatness?  – from the quest to name the fastest man on the planet (normally measured by 100 m sprint time) to determining the list of the wealthiest people in the world (via Steve Forbes (of Forbes Magazine) regularly publishes a list of the richest billionaires – you’ll be pleased to know that are no registered trillionaires yet!).  These not so little empires and kingdoms are all around us – along with these kingdoms come much honor, much respect, and much prestige.  Some of it is self-ascribed but much is showered on by others.  And what a feeling it must be to be at the top or near the top or even to get your name on “the list”.  And we say, “I know where you are going with this pastor, and I’m not in it (life) for the honor or prestige.”  Really?…Jesus says essentially, I’m looking for servants, not superstars.

If you are like me, I look at James and John and their quest for greatness and think they are so misguided for staking such an absurd claim from Jesus, but I do the same thing in so many ways. I am often and regularly seeking out ways to fulfill my ego or my desires, rather than that which would be the fulfilling of God's will.
And at least for me (in tangible ways) – the quest to be the greatest starts early in life – and I seem to have come by it quite honestly and naturally.  In fact, elementary school was a daily exercise in who could be the greatest – who could be the first done reading the assigned section of the book, who would recite their times tables the quickest, who would be the first in line, who would be the first outside for recess, who would be the fastest, score the most goals, win the most races, throw the ball the farthest, who spelled the most words correctly - it was endless – the opportunities to have winners and losers.  Throw in some other things that we had little or no control over – who was the smartest, who was the tallest, who was the cutest, who sported the newest running shoes and the list goes on and on and on.  Few winners.  Tons of losers.  Welcome to elementary school! 


And what has changed as we continue through life?  Arguments – we must win, after all I am right.  Homes and gardens – we try to have the better one.  Ambition for a feeling of greater self-worth cloaked in words like, “The reason I work all the time is so my kids will have more than I had when I was growing up.”  - or maybe its like this – you’ve been volunteering in that position for years with little thanks or notice – “Others get noticed.  I deserve credit where credit is due.”  Or maybe it looks like this – pressuring your kids to perform on the field, in the gym, on the ice, or in the classroom – because you just want your kid to be on top or least ahead of the curve.  You’re glad your kid got the A’s but you criticize the B.  Or how about this – borrowing beyond our means just so we can have the latest and greatest.  The selfish want for more is confused with actual needs.  We realize now that we can’t afford to put our financial picture at risk for the future just for current day gratification.  Or how about directly in our discipleship with Jesus, we actually tend to think more highly of ourselves or that God looks more favourably on us when we do the right thing or try to be a good person in life.  And we even have the ability to twist our faith so we feel better than ourselves when we compare our faith to others.  And when we compare this leads to unfair judgments and exclusion of others  from our lives entirely (aka prayer of a rain of fire on those unbelievers we are called to love and serve).  

Oh, sure, we choose not to play the greatness game at times partly because we know we’ll never win and partly because we are tired of losing.  Or we just don’t have the energy and have lost our competitive edge – whatever the reason – our sinful notion of what greatness is takes a negative toll on the relationships in our lives, our families, our communities, and even our churches.  When you add it all our lives place a high focus on self and not on others.  Our sinful and misguided notion of what greatness is and our sinful desire for it revolves around one thing – us and not God.

BUILT IN ILLUSTRATIONS: LIKE A SERVANT OR SLAVE 

Jesus gives us two pictures that give a real sense of the type of person He is and the type of person He is interested in making us to be!  

Servant

Fulfilling his own word – Jesus, the Son of God, takes on the very nature of a servant.  He is like a waiter who serves food and drink to a restaurant patron – considering the guest at the table the greatest, and he the least.  And in serving, he executes the desires of his supervising master, for this pleases the master.   Or using kingdom language, He is like a servant of a king who listens intently to the king’s orders so as not to confuse them with his own desires or will. 

Slave

 And then Jesus takes the servant posture further still by becoming like a slave.   Like a man too willing to do anything, however demeaning, that somebody wants.  Disregarding his own greatness, for this servant was of high position – equal with God (Philippians 2:6) considered us, sinners, better than himself!  How great is that!

APPLICATION OF THE GOSPEL

Followers of Jesus, I want to remind you of the incredibly powerful Gospel.  You know what gospel means don’t you!  Two words.  It’s good news!   It’s not only good news, it’s the best news.  I’d even say it’s the greatest news. 

It’s good news that while we are bent on focusing on our greatness and our self-importance, God is bent on calling us to new life in Him!   That’s good news.  While we were too busy reaching for the top spot in life, God is busy reaching down to us through the cross of Jesus Christ to grant us the forgiveness of sin.  This is good news.  It’s good news because it means, that although we misdefine greatness and struggle to consider others better than ourselves, God considered you and me and our need for a Savior.  He declares in His Word that we are worth saving, worthy loving, worth redeeming.  This is pure grace and mercy from the greatest servant the world has ever known.  You and I are deeply and fully loved by our heavenly Father!  It’s good news because God intends through Jesus to set you free!

You need to know this!  Jesus came to set you free – when He died on the cross (as he predicted would. (Matthew 20:17-19))  He came to set you free from sinful desctructive habits, that judgmental attitude, that superiority complex, those addictions to things that bring us attention and honor  that prevent us from blessing others, that overwhelming concern for being better, for being served instead of finding our greatest joy in being like a slave or a servant, and he came to set us free from a heart that refuses to forgive others and consider others better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3) so that we can let go of the past and live in service to God and others now and in the future.

Psalm 145:2-4 (NIV) ascribes greatness and rightfully so to our God!  

2 Every day I will praise you 
       and extol your name for ever and ever. 

 3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
       his greatness no one can fathom. 

 4 One generation will commend your works to another; 
       they will tell of your mighty acts.

This is greatness!  Fulfilling God’s will completely for us, Jesus came as a servant, not a superstar.  He came not to focus on celebrity achievements, or prestige, or honor but he came to focus on blessing us with a life of repentance and faith that looks regularly and faithfully into His faithful servant heart.  When Jesus says anything about himself, He doesn’t tout his greatness, he says this:  “for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29  He wants to make his presence known in our lives that our souls would find refuge in Him and that we would discover that servanthood really is the essence of living a great life!   A life that has much purpose and blessings focused on others now and even as we look to eternal life in Christ!  

 As Jesus continued to mold and shape his disciples and now us into His followers, it’s no wonder we get this good news message loud and clear – the world needs more servants and fewer superstars.  Even the sons of Thunder must have been amazed as the truth began to sink in by the power of the Holy Spirit!  Jesus demonstrated this often and regularly, which would be epitomized by one claim - that (Matthew 20:28)just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  While Jesus has certainly has taken care of our greatest needs by securing for us an eternal home in heaven, he continues to mold us and to shape us into His very own servants that reflect His character and love. He will continue to be faithful to us!  AMEN

 (Optional Supporting Scripture)

We shouldn’t be Mark 9 highlights yet another story of Jesus interacting with his disciples.  They literally were discussing who was the greatest among them.  Not Jesus, of course, but those who followed him.  Jesus noticed as they were travelling that they were arguing about something and he broaches the subject when they got to their destination.

 33They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.  35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

Jesus calls them on it and they kept quiet.  An awkward conversation to say the least.  Jesus says, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." A loose paraphrase of Jesus words might go like this:  “You don’t get it guys.  Why does this Gospel good news movement always have to be about you ... your place, your honor, your power, your place?  Why can’t it be about our heavenly Father’s business of freeing people live the way I wanted them to live since the beginning of time. “  You know, the world teaches you that the higher up you are in life, the better.  The more you can get for yourself the better.   It can be summarized in the traditional Olympic theme ... Citius, Altius, Fortius, which is Latin for "Swifter, Higher, Stronger".   And the latest slogan in some Olympic commercials ends simply with the words, “THE BEST OF US”.  In games and sports, that’s one thing but not in the kingdom life of Jesus.   Jesus calls us to invert worldly thinking.  The life you want is actually in giving it away.  It’s in the serving.  This is where life is to be found.  Not in that self absorbed position of pushing everyone else down around us in order to get ahead, in order to look better, or in order to look down on others.  Again Jesus says essentially, I’m looking for servants, not superstars. 

Children’s Message Idea

Role Play:  Have a bistro table set up and one person plays the servant/waiter and the other plays the patron at a coffee shop.  I would recommend adults playing these parts or planning in advance two youth or children to act out these roles in a very simple way.  For example:  The servant takes the customer’s order and brings back a coffee.  The person being served is very gracious and thankful.  You decide what’s best for your context.

Ask the kids:  Who do you think is better in this situation?  The one who serves or the one who is being served.  

Ask the kids why they answered the way they did.  Take time to acknowledge both sides of the argument if some answer “waiter” and if some answer “patron, customer”.  Even take the other side of the argument if no one does.  “He JUST a servant.”  “the person being served is the most important one here!”  or “The customer doesn’t do any work, it’s the server that’s important or better here.”  “The customer just sits there and waits to be served, the servant is the one gets work done.”

Discuss:  Is Jesus more like the waiter or the person being served?  How?

Discuss:  Are we more like the waiter or the person being served.  How?  Highlight that we are people who need something from God.  We need to be served because we are weak sinful human beings.

What does Jesus say about His Kingdom.  Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  Why?  Love serves!  Jesus is love.  He’s the greatest servant by living, dying, and rising again for us.  Think of examples of where Jesus power was used to serve others (feeding the 5000, healing people, teaching people how to love and serve, and most importantly forgiving people and preparing people to live in His heavenly kingdom forever!)

Pray:  Thanking God for serving us.  Thanking God for helping us serve Him and others through His strength and forgiveness that He gives each and every day.

Lent 6: “The Podium Moment” (the crown of life) (Rev. Dr. Glenn Schaeffer)

                Resource verses: 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Revelation 7:9-17
2 Timothy 4:6-8, “6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” (New International Version)
“Doing a Bradbury” that’s what Aussies call an “accidental win or an unexpected or unusual success.”  But what is the origin of this phrase?   

In answer to this question, we have to go back to the 2002 Winter Games in Salt Lake City.  An Australian short track speed skating athlete, named Steven Bradbury, was the first person from any southern hemisphere country to win a Winter Olympic event.  As remarkable as this feat was, how Bradbury won a gold medal in the short track speed skating 1000 meter race was even more remarkable.  

Bradbury advanced in a qualifying heat of the 1000 meter race only by virtue of another competitor being disqualified.  In the semi-final, he was dead last during the race only to see three of the four speed skaters in front of him crash.  In the final, he again was lagging well behind the leaders when all four lead skaters wiped out rounding the final corner. He skated past all of the bodies scattered on the ice and won gold!  Of Bradbury’s win, USA Today said, “The first winter gold medal in the history of Australia fell out of the sky like a bagged goose. He looked like a tortoise behind four hares.”  You might say, “Bradbury did a “Bradbury” -- he experienced an unexpected “podium moment!”
 

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

The Podium Moment … isn’t that the goal of our life?  Isn’t the Podium Moment what we are training for?  Isn’t the Podium Moment that which enables us to endure the trials and tribulations of life?  The Podium Moment, I speak of, does not take place in the Victory Square. The Podium Moment I speak of has nothing to do with gold, silver, or bronze Olympic medallions. No, the Podium Moment of which I speak is what St. Paul speaks of when he says, “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord … will award me on that day – and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearing.” (8) “To all who have longed for his appearing” … that’s you … that’s me … that’s all who believe in Jesus as their Saviour and who anticipate the Podium Moment when Jesus Christ places upon our head the crown of everlasting life!  

But, in order for us to experience the Podium Moment we are going to need to “do a Bradbury!” We are going to need unusual or unexpected success!     

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION) 

None of the experts had picked Bradbury to win gold!  The competition was formidable!  He was up against speed skaters like: the world champion, Canadian Marc Gagnon; defending champion Kim Dong-Sung of South Korea; multiple Olympic medalist Li Jiajun of China; and Canadian Mathieu Turcotte.

Bradbury had won medals in relay competitions (even a bronze in the 5000 meter relay race at the 1992 Lillehammer Olympics after the Canadian team fell), but Bradbury’s track record as a solo speed skater was at best “average.”  In the 1992 Albertville, France, Olympic Games he was on the bench as a reserve skater.  In Lillehammer (1994), Bradley finished 24th out of 31 competitors.  In the 1998 Nagano Winter Games, he finished 19th and 21st out of 31 skaters.  

During his career, Bradbury had experienced career-ending, even life-threatening accidents.  In the 1995 World Cup, a skater’s blade sliced his right thigh and he lost 4 liters of blood, needed 111 stitches, and 18 months of rehab before his leg had regained its strength.  In 2000, he broke his neck in a training accident and spent 1 ½ months in a halo brace. He needed four pins to be inserted into his skull and screws and plates bolted into his back and chest.  Doctors told him he would not be able to take to the ice again.

No one, probably not even Bradbury himself, expected him to win gold and experience a Podium Moment.  The Salt Lake City Olympic Games were to be Bradbury’s “swan song.”

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

St. Paul wasn’t someone you would expect to experience the Podium Moment – that of receiving the crown of righteousness!  

Why would I make such a comment? Well, for one thing, Paul was up against formidable competition.  Paul had powerful political enemies outside the church. He had opponents within the religious establishment.  His most powerful enemies were the “rulers, the authorities, the powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Eph. 6:12) All Paul’s enemies connived to derail his goal of “finishing the race.”   

Secondly, Paul’s own tract record of living as a Christian wasn’t all that good.  He said of himself, “For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out … no the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on doing. … What a wretched man I am!” (Romans 7:18bff.) It’s no wonder Paul referred to himself as the worst of all sinners! (1 Timothy 1:15)

In addition, Paul’s life was filled with career-ending, even life-threatening events.  He struggled with an on-going personal battle which he referred to as his, “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7).  There was the daily burden of having the responsibility for the birth and development of fledgling Christian churches. More than once, his career as a missionary was in jeopardy and his life was in peril (2 Cor. 11:23-29).  Is it any wonder that Paul states, “For I am being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure”? (2 Tim. 4:6)  All that remained for Paul, as he wrote these words, was his “swan song.”   

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

As you look at your life, is there really any reasonable expectation that you should experience the Podium Moment … that you should receive the crown of righteousness?  Are not your foes formidable!  Can you triumph over the “rulers, the authorities, the powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” by your own powers? Are you able to prevail over death?  Do you not find yourself tormented and wearied by your ongoing battle with your own personal “thorn in the flesh”? Do you not find yourself thinking, “Paul, move over! I’m as terrible of a sinner as you for the ‘evil I do not want to do, I keep on doing.’”  Do you not find the trials and tribulations of life … the perils and daily grind of life … weakening you spiritually to the point that you are often tempted to drop out of the race? 

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

Despite the overwhelming obstacles and career-ending events that Bradbury experienced, in 2002 Bradbury found himself in Salt Lake City representing Australia in the 1000 meter short track speed skating gold medal final.  He had no business being in the heat. By all accounts he had no chance of winning and yet within “a minute-and-half” of unprecedented “fortune” (or misfortune for the other competitors!) Bradbury was experiencing a “podium moment.” He crossed the finish line in complete disbelief and amazement as the victor. He had “done a Bradley!” He had experienced unusual and unexpected success. He had persevered! He had overcome!  Following the race, when media types and even some athletes, suggested that Bradbury did not deserve the gold medal, Bradbury said, “Obviously I wasn’t the fastest skater. I don’t think I’ll take the medal as the minute-and-a-half of the race I actually won.  I’ll take it as the last decade of the hard slog I put in.” 

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

St. Paul also persevered … he had overcome!  In verse 7, Paul says, “I have fought the good fight to the end. I have run the race to the finish. I have kept the faith.” Paul was battle-wearied. Paul was battle-scarred. And yet, Paul could say, “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on that day.”  If interviewed today, St. Paul might say, “Obviously, I wasn’t the perfect saint … not even close.  I certainly, don’t deserve the crown of righteousness for the way I lived my life, but I will gladly receive the crown for the hard slog I put in.”  

Now, please, hear this: Paul is not saying in the text that he has earned this crown by his works or for his dedicated service as a Christian missionary.  Paul recognizes that the crown of righteousness is a God-given gift!  The receiving of the crown of righteousness is “a Bradley” – an unexpected … an unusual … an undeserved success!  St. Paul gives all the glory and honour to Jesus for his anticipated Podium Moment. He acknowledges that Christ’s rightful place is on the pedestal. It is Jesus who is on the Podium because he is the one who makes the Podium Moment a reality for us.  St. Paul writes, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.” (1 Tim. 1:15) Elsewhere Paul asks, “Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 8:25)  To the Christians of his day and to us today, Paul writes, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation (i.e. the golden crown of righteousness) through our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-10)

Jesus Christ died for Paul’s sin, your sin, my sin, and the sin of every person in this world so that our sin would not prevent us from experiencing the Podium Moment. Jesus Christ rose from the dead assuring us that after we have passed through the great tribulation of death we will experience a Podium Moment like the world has never seen!  Jesus Christ has continually refreshed us and strengthened us along the way through the refreshing waters of baptism, through the fortifying meal of his Body and Blood, and through the encouraging words of fellow “team mates.”  God’s promise is true, “Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”  (1 John 5:4-6)                  

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

What a glorious Podium Moment it was for Bradbury!  He stepped up to the podium and assumed his spot.  He bowed as an official placed the gold medal around his neck. The Australian flag rose. The national anthem played. The crowds cheered. Bradbury drank in the thrill and chill of victory! It was a Podium Moment that Bradbury will long remember and cherish.  

(PAUSE FOR TRANSITION)

What a glorious Podium Moment awaits all of us who believe in Jesus as our Saviour and who long for the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ!  Men, women, and children representing every nation, tribe, people, and language will gather around the Podium.  These are the people who have received the crown of righteousness.  These unnamed people in Revelation 7 are you, me, and all believers, but note: we are not the ones on the podium! That place of honour belongs to the One (i.e. the Lamb) who was slain for the sins of the world and who overcame death by his own resurrection from the dead.  The voices of the victorious resound and reverberate throughout the heavens and all God’s triumphant people blend their voices with the angelic host as they proclaim, “Salvation (i.e. victory) belongs to our God … and to the Lamb … Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” (Revelation 7:9-12)  

Our participation in that Podium Moment is, “an unexpected or unusual success.” It’s “doing a Bradbury!  Or, is it?  Bradbury’s podium moment might have been one of those once in a million occurrences, but is not our participation in that Podium Moment something God has planned for us even before the creation of the world? Is not our Podium Moment something Christ worked for from the moment he was incarnate in his mother’s womb?  Is not our Podium Moment the reason Jesus lived, died, and rose again from the dead?  Is not our Podium Moment the reason why God’s Spirit calls us to believe that Jesus is our Saviour and then continues to work faith in our heart through His Word and Sacraments?  It most certainly is!  Therefore, we can say today with all the confidence and certainly that St. Paul had, “The Lord stood at my side, and gave me strength … the Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom [to my Podium Moment]!  To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.” (2 Timothy 4:17, 18)   

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus Christ, we look forward to that Podium Moment when You will give us the crown of everlasting life that you won for us through Your death and resurrection. We know that we do not deserve that crown and yet, You have promised that everyone who believes in You will pass through the Great Tribulation of death to life everlasting in heaven.  We look forward to seeing You on the Podium. We long to join our voices with the angels of heaven and with believers from every nation, language, tribe, and people as we proclaim, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. … Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.”  

Children’s Message:

Ask children about the Olympic awards ceremony.  For example: How many people get to stand on the podium?  What do they receive? What song is played? Whose flag is raised? Etc.  

Discuss how the athletes trained and worked hard to get to the podium and to receive their medal, but despite their hard work, most athletes did not receive a medal.  

Talk of how Jesus has promised us a medal. What is the medal?  Answer: The crown of everlasting life (Rev. 2:10) which means we will live with Jesus and other Christians forever and ever in heaven (Rev. 7:9ff).  

We receive this “medal,” not because of our hard work we have done. In fact, if left to ourselves we would never “win” or “earn” this medal.  But Jesus has “won” this medal (i.e. everlasting life) for each of us by his death on the cross and his rising from the dead. The Bible says, “Christ (Jesus) came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15) and as a result we are all winners!  Life in heaven is our gold medal!  It is a gift that Jesus gives us!
You might want to give each child a “medal.” I recommend a “gold” cross or some other Christian symbol.  You might want to have each child stand on a podium and you place on them a cross on a chain/string or some other Christian symbol that assures them that they are winners of everlasting life through Jesus Christ. See the Creative Communications (www.creativecommunications.com) Lent Catalogue page 8 for some inexpensive pendant ideas.     

� The information for Steven Bradbury comes from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steven_Bradbury.





